


It is my extreme honor to welcome you to the 8th annual Maine Science Festival! 
This is my first year as Festival Director but certainly not my first year with the 
festival. I met Kate at a party just a month or so before the very first festival. I 
overheard someone mentioning she was starting a science festival in Bangor and I 
very quickly inserted myself into the conversion and begged her to let me help! We 
brainstormed ways that my marketing brain with a love of all things science and 
nature could be useful and over the years I’ve taken on more and more responsibili-
ties until finally becoming Director last fall.

The MSF is a place where hundreds of scientists, researchers, organizations, 
educators, community and business leaders come together and get us excited 
about their areas of science, engineering, and technology and the innovation. 
Shining a spotlight on that work that’s being done right outside our doors here in 
Maine by our neighbors, colleagues, and friends is, in fact, the best job ever. 

For our headliner this year we are doubling down on our commitment to creating 
partnerships and collaborations with arts organizations. Since the beginning of the 
MSF we have forged an important relationship with Penobscot Theatre Company 
and this year is no different. We have partnered with them for our Headliner, the 
play Queen by Madhuri Shekar. Queen is a dramatic comedy about friendship, love, 
truth, and data. We are also helping produce talk-backs and other events related 
to the science around bees in Maine and they will be held during and after the 
festival.

The fact that we can bring this 5 day festival to the public free-of-charge is no easy 
task. We rely on our generous sponsors and donors and they are what allows us to 
celebrate Maine science and the people who do it with you, year after year.

The 2023 MSF is going to bring you sessions on space, bees, engineering inspired 
by nature coding, Kinesiology, eclipse science, sound engineering, AI, aquaculture, 
aerospace, ecology and biology, writing and science fiction, computers and IT, ER, 
and even food science. I’m barely scratching the surface of all of the great science 
you’ll find this year, but you’ll just have to come see for yourself! 

      Angela Smith
      Festival Director
      Maine Science Festival

mainesciencefestival.org
#scienceiseverywhere



Longtime festival attendees will likely recognize my name from 
past Festivals, as I enthusiastically spread the word about Maine 
science. In October 2022, I became the Executive Director of 
the Maine Discovery Museum, and passed the MSF baton (as 
it were) into the extremely capable and enthusiastic hand of 
Angela Smith. When I look at the schedule of events, it’s clear to 
me that Angela, working with Kim Stewart, has done more than 
just take the baton, she has continued to build out the MSF into a 
truly premiere celebration of Maine science and all it has to offer. 

In case you’re wondering why I still get a little bit of space in this 
program: the MSF is a program of the Maine Discovery Museum. 
The MSF is our largest program, and a perfect representation of 
MDM’s mission: helping people of all ages to discover the world 
around them through creative exploration and science. 

I hope you enjoy every part of the MSF, and will continue to 
celebrate Maine science throughout the year, either with MDM 
and our programs or with the organizations you learn about at 
the MSF.

Kate Dickerson
Executive Director
Maine Discovery Museum
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the 2023 Maine Science Festival. While I regret not being able to join you in person,
I would like to congratulate all those at the Maine Discovery Museum who have worked
tirelessly to organize this event.

Since launching in 2015, this festival has become a showcase of excellence and innovation,
providing a unique opportunity for more than 60,000 Mainers to learn about scientific work
happening in our great state -- from the people who do that work. By educating our local
communities and encouraging scientific thinking at the grassroots level, the MSF inspires
Mainers of all ages to question the world around them and push the boundaries of what is
possible.

This year, the MSF team has put together a slate of more than 70 events and activities,
continuing their outstanding efforts to bring Maine science to the public. Among the many
opportunities, attendees can learn about the history of epidemiology, the science of beekeeping,
and engineering inspired by nature. As part of the festival’s art collaboration, there is also an
exciting headliner event that examines the science-themed topics in the Penobscot Theatre
Company’s production of “Queen” by Madhuri Shekar.

On behalf of the citizens of Maine’s 2nd congressional district, a big thank you to the festival’s
organizers for bringing this exceptional event to our community. I want to thank you for coming
out to support it. May the 2023 festival be the best yet!

Respectfully,

Jared F. Golden
Member of Congress
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Suitability key: 

 

Within the program event pages we will do our best to note the best 
suited audience for programming provided. Please reference the graphics 
above and keep your eyes out for any special delineation like  21+ or  10+ .

What is an MSF Showcase Event?
Maine Science Festival Showcase events are events that 
happen every year, with new presenters, activities, and 
experiences for festival goers. Showcase events are a mix of 
dynamic presentations, hands-on activities, and workshops 
that provide festival goers with a deep dive into the science 

happening in Maine. If you are able to attend only a few MSF events, the 
Showcase events are the ones to catch.

Schedule Changes  - Please note that all events are subject to 
change. Be sure to check our website or social media for the most up-to-
date information.

General Info
& FAQ’s

Middle School- High School- Adult-Families-

Where are the events?
All MSF events are held in, and around, Downtown Bangor. On Saturday, 
March 25th, all daytime events will be held at the Cross Insurance Center. 
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covid
protocols

2023 MSF HEADLINER

The Maine Science Festival is delighted to announce the
2023 Headliner Event: a partnership with longstanding

partner Penobscot Theatre Company and their
production of Queen by Madhuri Shekar. 

MARCH 30 - APRIL 16

The Maine Science Festival has a limited number
of discounted tickets for festival-goers! Use code

MSF2023 and get your $20 ticket today!
  

Tickets at www.mainesciencefestival.org
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MSF SCIENCE TRIVIA NIGHT
Barrel Room, Sea Dog Brewing Co., Bangor 
6:30-8pm
It’s back! Join fellow trivia players for a night of science trivia created 
especially for the Maine Science Festival!
Event type: trivia
Moderator: Matt Dexter, Christine B Foundation
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The 2023 Friday Field Trip Day is full. Sign-ups for 2024 will 
open up to schools in Fall 2023 Please note: the field trip 

usually fills up within three weeks. Schools who sign up after 
it is full are put on a wait list for the following year and have a 

chance to register before we open it up to everyone.

FIELD TRIP DAY
Cross Insurance Center

9:45am-12:45pm
Our Field Trip Day is for 7th & 8th grade students from schools in Maine, with 
the day’s programming specifically designed for this age group. These events 
are limited to those schools who sign up in the preceding months. If you 
are interested in learning more about the 2024 Maine Science Festival Field 
Trip Day, or would like to be notified when sign-ups are open, please send 
an email to schools@mainesciencefestival.org. The Field Trip Day is provided 
free-of-charge to the schools who attend.

Presenting organizations: Maine Maritime Academy; Owls Head Transportation 
Museum; York County Community College; Kim Bernard Artist; Husson Universi-
ty-College of Health and Pharmacy-School of Nursing; MaineHealth Institute for 
Research; Project>Login; University of Maine; Husson; University of Maine 4-H 
Cooperative Extension; Food Science Club at University of Maine; ReVision Energy;
University of Maine, Advanced Structures and Composites Center; Univeristy of 
Maine, Transportation Infrastructure Durability Center; Bicycle Coalition of Maine; 
University of Maine Intermedia Programs; Cianbro, GE, Fluid Imaging

Sponsored by

14Middle School- High School- Adult-Families-
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SCIENCE ON TAP PRESENTS:
BEES
Mason’s Brewing Company
15 Hardy Street, Brewer, ME
6:30-8:00pm
Sometimes the best learning takes place in a bar. Relaxed atmo-
spheres…..big science….  Science on Tap is a 21+ event.

This year we are talking BEES! We’ve got the Penobscot County Bee 
Keepers in the house for a honey tasting and a talk on the science of 
beekeeping including how pollination affects the flavor of honey. Then, 
we have Mason’s Brewing Company’s head brewer on tap to talk about 
their brand new mead - Buzz Macallister - and what mead is, how it’s 
made, and some other fun facts. We’ll finish the night off with a tasting 
of their mead and lots of fun conversation! Mason’s full beer and food 
menu will be available to round out the evening.

Event type: Talk
Moderator: Jen Shepard, Penobscot Theatre Company
Presenters: Matt York, Head Brewer, Mason’s Brewing Company; Dave 
Fiacco, Penobscot County Bee Keepers; and Phil Fanning, University of 
Maine.  

21+

Middle School- High School- Adult-Families-
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TECH NIGHT, 
PRESENTED BY
PROJECT>LOGIN
Maine Discovery Museum, 74 Main Street

4:30pm-7:00pm
Hey middle schoolers - want to find out about the world of computers and 
information technology? Learn, share, collaborate, and explore cutting-edge 
software and web-based tools. With workshops and hands-on activities the 
program is designed for maximum engagement! 

This year’s workshops will include: Physics in Minecraft, Scratch, Programming 
with Micro:bits, and more

Participants: Please bring your own laptop to this event. If you do not have 
access to a laptop, email Shelby Bryant (shelby@educatemaine.org). Drop-off 
event; pizza dinner provided at 6pm for participants.

Sign up required: https://www.mainesciencefestival.org/technight

Event type: Middle school workshops, hands-on activities, sessions

MORE TECH NIGHT INFO ON NEXT PAGE!

Physics in Minecraft
Presenter: Kendra Hansen (University of Southern Maine)
Room: Baseball Diamond Room
Come explore Minecraft worlds that simulate real astrophysical phenomena. Have you ever 
wondered what gravity is like on Mars? Or what if the Earth had no moon? Or two moons?

Maine Data Detectives
Presenter: Chris Dorman (Maine State Library)
Room: Snack Room
Using data collected specifically for this workshop, students will gain an understanding of 
what data is and how to think critically about data and its implications on the world around 
us.

Hololens Project
Presenter: Michael Wilczek (Roux Institute at Northeastern)
Room: World Map area 2nd floor
Inspiring students to explore life science careers by providing an Augmented Reality 
experience using Microsoft Hololens.
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Unleash Your Creativity with 3D Modeling and Printing
Presenter: James Rutter (Haystack)
Room: Maine Gallery 1st Floor
Join us in exploring the exciting world of 3D modeling and printing! Using the 
user-friendly program, TinkerCAD, you will learn how to bring your imagination to 
life and make (almost) anything you can dream up. Participants will also discover 
various technologies from Haystack’s Fab Lab that will expand their creativity and 
show them new ways to make their ideas a reality.
Get ready for a hands-on and interactive experience!

Motus Wildlife Tracking
Presenter: Melissa Gallagher & David Lamon (Fields Pond Audubon Center)
Room: Room B
The Motus Wildlife Tracking System (Motus) is an international collaborative 
research network that uses coordinated automated radio telemetry to track birds 
and butterflies. Learn more about how this technology works in the wild.

3D Coloring with Quiver
Presenter: Lindsay Ouellette (Project>Login volunteer)
Room: Restaurant area on 2nd floor
Quiver, the 3D Coloring App uses Augmented Reality to bring coloring pages “to 
life.” 
Come relax with some coloring and watch Quiver’s 3D AR animate your image!

Fun with Micro:bits
Presenter: Ian Collins (MMSA)
Room: Room A
In this session, participants will be provided with an overview of the micro:bit 
hardware with a specific focus on the sensors. Participants will also walk through 
the MakeCode space used to program the micro:bits and be able to use the online 
micro:bit simulator.

Dot Dash & Cue Robots
Presenter: Project>Login Volunteer
Room: Lobby
Come explore Dot, Dash & Cue robots and try programming the blaster accessories. 
Test your skills and launch the blasters!

Get Cyber Fit!
Presenter: Amanda Shute
Room: Lobby
Parents and participants can stop by for a free book and information about Cyber 
Security and chat with the Founder of Get Cyber Fit.

TECH NIGHT 
CONTINUED

17Middle School- High School- Adult-Families-
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5 MINUTE GENIUSTM

Bangor Arts Exchange
193 Exchange Street, Bangor, ME 

7:30pm
5 Minute GeniusTM features short, sharp talks by some of Maine’s finest 
scientists with 5 minutes per talk, plus 5 minutes for questions. Presenting 
a sprint through some of the most remarkable, cutting-edge science 
happening in Maine - you will feel like a genius in no time!

Presenters: 
Dan Cortex, The Jackson Laboratory
Caitlin Howell, University of Maine
Dave Levine, IDEXX
Ian Meng, University of New England
Marko Pende, MDI Biological Laboratory 
Salimeh Sekeh, University of Maine
Alaina Weinheimer, Bigelow Laboratory of Ocean Sciences
Moderator: Kate Dickerson, Maine Discovery Museum
Event type: presentations
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Sponsored by:

Want more? Stick around for a reception after the event.
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Exploring. Experimenting. Tinkering. 
Testing. They’re the qualities of an imaginative 
mind—and an innovative one. It’s why 
MTI is proud to sponsor the Maine Science 
Festival. We believe events like this will help 
inspire the next generation of creative 
entrepreneurs, innovative ideas and impactful 
businesses here in Maine. 

Go to MaineTechnology.org to discover 
how MTI supports new ideas that grow and 
diversify Maine’s economy.

Imagination 
leads to 
innovation.

Casella Offers Debt-Free 
Career Paths

TAKE CONTROL OF 
YOUR FUTURE

Equal Opportunity & Affirmative Action Employer

Your Local Waste & Recycling  
Service Provider Since 1975

Text CASELLA to 
97211 or SCAN 
HERE to apply

1 College Circle | Bangor, Maine
207.941.7100 | husson.edu

students build careers in 
science and technology

HUSSON 
IS HOW



EXPLORATION STATIONS - 
ENGAGE, EXAMINE, EXPERIMENT
Cross Insurance Center Ballroom

9:00am-4:00pm

Roll-up your sleeves and learn through various hands-on activities from 
scientists and practitioners around the state. Make sure to stop in and visit each 
activity, and see how science is everywhere! 

Stormwater Modeling  Bangor Area Stormwater Group (BASWG)
Coding  Girl Scouts of Maine
What Keeps Boats Afloat?  Hurricane Island Center for Science and Leadership
TRASH to ART  Kim Bernard, Artist
3D Movement Analysis  Kinotek
“Stream Smart” table  NMFS/NOAA
Energy Wars  Owls Head Transportation Museum
DIY drug formulation  Rho Chi Honor Society/Husson University
Ocean acidification and tide pool organisms  Southern Maine Community College
Solar eclipse viewing Versant Power Astronomy 
Meteorites and asteroids!  Maine Mineral and Gem Museum
Microbiology Diagnosis!  Husson University
Mystery box and tree identification activity/ leaf prints  Great Pond Mountain Trust
Photosynthesis and climate change  University of Maine at Fort Kent
Building trusses  Challenger Learning Center of Maine
Nature Bingo  Bangor Land Trust
General Dynamics Bath Iron Works  Advanced Manufacturing and 
        Training for Shipbuilding
3D printed wind turbine / Wind Exhibit  Versant Power  / Maine Discovery Museum
Climate panels  Maine Public
Kinetic sculptures and 3d printing Makerspace
Ocean Microplastics  Maine Maritime Academy

Event type: Hands-on
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SMARTER PLANET OR WISER EARTH? 
TWO MODELS FOR THE AI SYSTEMS 
TRANSFORMING OUR WORLD
Meeting Rooms 1&2, Cross Insurance Center 
9:30-10:30
There is an emerging fundamental paradigm shift in computer pro-
gramming and Artificial Intelligence (AI). It is a shift away from the 
“Standard Model” of the “Turing Machine,” to a “Turing Child” model that 
uses non-algorithmic methods of reasoning drawn from negotiation, 
group problem-solving, and conflict transformation to pursue agree-
ments through collaborative dialogue between agents with differing 
sets of starting assumptions. In the realms of applied technology, the 
first model has been used to develop “smart” systems for a “Smarter 
Planet”; the second model is emerging as a path to more inclusive, just, 
sustainable, holistic systems that can promote a “Wiser Earth.”

Presenter: Gray Cox, College of the Atlantic
Moderator: Jennifer Dann
Event type: Talk
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NOAH WEBSTER:
EPIDEMIOLOGIST REVISITED
Meeting Room C, Cross Insurance Center 
9:45am-10:45am
Known to most of us for his speller and dictionary, Webster might be 
considered our first Epidemiologist. We’ll talk about the understanding 
of disease, epidemics, public health, and politics 200 years ago.

Presenter: Richard Kahn, Independent Scholar/ Tufts University School of 
Medicine
Moderater: Tanya Emery
Event type: Talk

VEMI LAB PRESENTS: 
RAPID RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
Meeting Rooms A&B, Cross Insurance Center 
10:00am-2:00pm
The VEMI Lab will be holding a rapid research experience for MSF goers. Come 
visit our students, develop a hypothesis, test it, crunch the data, and see if you 
are right! 

Presenters: Rick Corey, RJ Perry, Grant Beals, Nick Giudice, Paul Fink, Emily 
Blackwood, Justin Brown, Anna Johnson, Sean Radel, Jake Loranger, Aleigha 
Morgan, Sam Orlando, Ersi Cako, Jake Doolittle, Alexa Guerrero, Darien Oret-
hun, Cedric Fahey, Henry Kindler, Georgia Doore, Ainslie Allen, Em Hanscom, 
Maher Alsamsam, Anthony Caccese, Theo Erikson, Roisin Rumsey VEMI Lab, 
University of Maine
Event type: Hands-on

Middle School- High School- Adult-Families-
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MAINE INVENTION CONVENTION
Prefunction area, Cross Insurance Center 
10:00am-2:00pm
The Maine Invention Convention (a program of the Maine Discovery 
Museum) is a statewide competition that promotes innovative prob-
lem solving and inventing by Maine middle school students. Students 
work with their peers and teachers to identify and solve problems 
by using the Innovation Engineering process. At this event, students 
from each participating school compete for the top invention awards.

Event type: Presentations/competition
Moderator: Jada Robinson, Maine Discovery Museum
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DIVING INTO ANCIENT
OCEANS
Meeting Rooms 3&4, Cross Insurance Center 
10:00am-11:30am
In 2021, University of Maine scientists led an ocean research expedition to learn 
about the past ocean and climate history. In this workshop, the UMaine team 
will cover five different sectors of research that were explored in the expedi-
tion using short (3-5 minute) films and hands-on activities involving enlarged, 
3D-printed models of the microfossils. The sectors that will be covered: 1) the 
scientific motivation, 2) collection and analysis of seawater, 3) exploration of 
sea life, particularly plankton, 4) investigation of sediment cores from the sea 
floor, and 5) take-home messages, discoveries, overview. Scientists who were 
on the expedition will be present to answer questions and share their experi-
ences. 

Presenter: Katherine Allen, University of Maine
Event type: Workshop
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PATHOGENS AND YOUR 
IMMUNE SYSTEM
Meeting Rooms C, Cross Insurance Center 
11:00am-12:00pm
In the news we hear all about COVID-19, monkeypox, the flu, RSV. 
How does our immune system actually work to protect us from these 
pathogens? How can we help our immune system do this? What hap-
pens if it doesn’t work as intended?

Presenter: Elisabeth Marnik PhD, Husson University
Moderator: Agnieszka Carpenter, Bioscience Association of Maine
Event type: Talk

OBSERVING THE SOLAR ECLIPSE
OF 2023 AND TOTALITY 2024
Meeting Room 5, Cross Insurance Center 
11:00am-12:00pm
Shawn Laatsch, John Meader, and Larry Berz will share how to prepare for 
the upcoming solar eclipses visible in Maine, including the Total Solar Eclipse 
of 2024! The workshop will include how eclipses work, how to see them, and 
some simple ways to construct pinhole projectors for safe viewing.

Presenter:  Shawn Laatsch, Versant Power Astronomy Center; John Meader, 
Northern Stars Planetarium; Larry Berz, Lee Academy
Moderator: Kirsten Hibbard, Challenger Learning Center of Maine
Event type: Talk
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Sponsored by:
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THE MAINE SPACE COMPLEX: ENGAGE 
MAINE IN THE NEW SPACE ECONOMY
Meeting Rooms 1&2, Cross Insurance Center 
1:00pm-2:00pm
The Maine Space Complex is a unifying and aspiring vision for a coor-
dinated effort to leverage Maine’s research, education and business as-
sets, to build capability and facilitate engagement of Maine students, 
educators, researchers and businesses in the new space economy value 
chain. Doing so will position Maine to become a leader in the emerging 
and fast-growing market of launching low-cost small satellites into polar 
orbits using small, low-cost launch vehicles. 

Presenter:  Terry Shehata, Ph.D., Executive Director, Maine Space Grant 
Consortium; Ali Abedi, University of Maine;  Sascha Deri, bluShift Aerospace
Moderator: John Thompson, Physics, University of Maine
Event type: Presentation
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Sponsored by:

WABANAKI KNOWLEDGE AND
WAYS OF KNOWING
Meeting Rooms 3&4, Cross Insurance Center 
12:00pm-1:00pm
Micah Pawling will share information about a community engagement 
project with the Passamaquoddy Tribe on an elder named Sabattis 
Tomah of Indian Township who practiced traditional plant medicines. 

Presenter: Micah Pawling, University of Maine
Moderator: Kate Dickerson, Maine Discovery Museum
Event type: Presentation



COSMIC VIEWS WITH THE
JAMES WEBB SPACE TELESCOPE
Meeting Rooms 1&2, Cross Insurance Center 
2:15pm-3:15pm
This presentation will share the incredible science of the latest space 
telescope JWST! Shawn is a community partner for NASA on the JWST 
project and Dale has time on this telescope for research. We will share 
how the telescope works, awesome images for the telescope, and take 
a look at how it is revolutionizing our understanding of the universe.

Presenter: Shawn Laatsch, Versant Power Astronomy Center and Dale 
Kocevski, Colby College
Moderator: Marissa Minor, Versant Power
Event type: Presentation
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Sponsored by:

STORIES OF FLUIDS AND
MARVELOUS BEASTS
Meeting Room C, Cross Insurance Center 
2:30pm-3:30pm
Fluids outline many animals’ worlds. Have you ever wondered how jumping 
springtails, millimeter-sized arthropods, have supreme control of their taking 
off and landing? Or how do water striders, insects that live at the air-water 
interface, “fly” over the surface of turbulent rivers? And how do flamingos 
produce tornado-like vortices with their bill, head, and feet to effectively filter-
feed microorganisms underwater? Find out about fluids and marvelous beasts 
at this session!

Presenter: Víctor M. Ortega Jiménez, Assistant Professor, School of Biology and 
Ecology, University of Maine
Moderator: Anne Krieg, City of Bangor
Event type: Presentation
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PRESSURE LEVEL: CONCERTS, 
LOUDNESS, HEARING LOSS, & MORE
Meeting Rooms 3&4, Cross Insurance Center 
3:00pm-4:00pm
While over-the-top concerts entertain and excite, excessive sound 
pressures at live events can potentially harm audiences and disturb 
neighbors. This presentation will introduce Sound Pressure Level 
(SPL), the objective metric used by audio engineers, audiologists, ac-
ousticians, and law enforcement to make practical, aesthetical, medi-
cal, and legal decisions regarding the loudness of sound. A variety of 
SPL subtopics will be explored, including the subjectivity of concert 
sound levels, exposure and hearing loss, measurement technologies, 
and legal concerns.

Presenter: Eric Ferguson, Husson University
Moderator: Mac Stetzer, University of Maine
Event type: Presentation
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MDI BIOLOGICAL LABORATORY

Training the next generation 
of scientists since 1898.
mdibl.org

Sponsored by:



Know it first.
Research learning experiences bring new students to University of Maine 
System campuses a week early to participate in hands-on research, make new 
discoveries and gain the skills to be successful in college. 

The only question is, what will you be the first to know? 

umaine.edu/rle  

The University of Maine is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.



DOWNTOWN BANGOR
SCAVENGER HUNT
START/FINISH at
Briar Patch, 27 Central Street, Bangor
10:00am-1:00pm
A downtown science scavenger hunt! Pick up your sheet/ informa-
tion at the Briar Patch, get it time-stamped, and go find the science 
the clues lead you to. Once done, return to the Briar Patch to get your 
finishing time stamp. The fastest finisher receives a prize, and all who 
finish will be entered into a drawing for a goodie bag. The hunt has to 
be completed between 10am-1pm.

Event type: Games
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SCIENCE STORY TIME
Briar Patch, 27 Central Street, Bangor
11:00am-11:30am
3, 2, 1, Action! Fran Hodgkins reads her hilarious yet informative new picture 
book, In a Patch of Grass, at a special Maine Science Festival storytime at The 
Briar Patch.

Event type: Read aloud
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MYSTERY TUSK
BOOKSPACE, 48 Columbia St., Bangor
11:30am-12:30pm
A tusk found in an old dismantled museum collection led to the 
excavation of Maine’s first and only woolly mammoth remains. It also 
launched research into the life of an elephant killed in 1816 at Alfred, 
Maine, that inspired P. T. Barnum to become a circus showman.

Presenter: Gary Hoyle, Retired Curator of Natural History, Maine State 
Museum
Moderator: Lori Patterson, Middle School Librarian at the James F. 
Doughty School in Bangor
Event type: Presentation
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THE BUZZ ABOUT MAINE BEES
Dramatic Academy at PTC
51A Main Street, Bangor
12:30pm-1:30pm
Join us for an enlightening talk about some of the issues we see in 
Maine around our little buzzing friends and ways that every day peo-
ple can help them. You’ll also hear how the sex life of the wild blue-
berry implemented by hungry Maine bees makes us the top producer 
of 99% of all the wild blueberries in the country!

Presenter: Jennifer Lund, State Apiarist, Maine Department of Agricul-
ture, Conservation and Forestry; Francis Drummond, Professor Emeritus, 
School of Biology and Ecology, University of Maine
Moderator: Kate Dickerson, Maine Discovery Museum
Event type: Presentation

SCIENCE BOARD GAMING
Queen City Cinema Club,128B Main St.,  Bangor
12:30pm-3:00pm
What do science, math, innovation, and board games have in common? A lot, 
actually! Come and enjoy some drop-in gaming at Queen City Cinema Club, 
hosted by the SnowCon gaming convention crew. From resource manage-
ment to agriculture to space travel, SnowCon regulars will be available to 
teach gamers ages middle school and up how to play a curated selection of 
games to celebrate the Maine Science Festival! 

Presenter: SnowCon 
Event type: Games



Middle School- High School- Adult-Families-

SCIENCE WRITING 101
Maine Discovery Museum, 74 Main St.,  Bangor
1:00pm-2:00pm
A science writing workshop that will help writers and scientists alike 
break down the basics of a research paper into something compre-
hensible for a lay audience.

Presenter: Samantha Schipani, University of Maine
Moderator: Kim Stewart, Maine Discovery Museum
Event type: Workshop
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OH, THE HORROR!!!
THE INTERSECTION OF SCIENCE
FACT AND SCIENCE IN FICTION.
Dramatic Academy at PTC, 51A Main Street, Bangor
2:00pm-3:00pm
Full STEAM ahead! In October 2022, the UMaine Science Librarians set up a 
display focused on horror fiction and science. Join as they discuss their STEM in 
Horror display and how they combined popular fiction and scientific themes to 
promote engagement with the library and its collections. 

In this workshop, we will lead some activities designed to get attendees think-
ing about the connections between works of fiction and works of scientific 
fact. The activities will promote multidisciplinary thinking and building con-
nections across different subject areas. It is useful for librarians, readers, teach-
ers, and scientists trying to find fun ways to communicate their ideas.

Presenter: Christopher Clark, Lindsay Decker, Heather Perrone, Fogler Library, 
University of Maine
Moderator: Mollie Cashwell, Cultural Alliance of Maine
Event type: Workshop

City of Bangor Cultural CommissionSponsored by:
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Thank you for exploring and 

celebrating some of the amazing 

Maine science and people who 

make it happen. We will see you 

next March 20-24, 2024

for the 9th MSF!

Be sure to Like and follow us on social media!

 Facebook: 
  www.facebook.com/mainesciencefestival
 Twitter: 
  www.twitter.com/MEScienceFest
 Instagram: 
  https://www.instagram.com/mainesciencefestival/

And don’t forget to use our official hashtags: 
#scienceiseverywhere and #MSF2023

mainesciencefestival.org
38



MAINE SCIENCE FESTIVAL: 
LIKE A MUSIC FESTIVAL - BUT SCIENCE

The Maine Science Festival (MSF) showcases the science (and technology) 
happening in Maine, targeting the general public with events for all ages. Using 
forums, workshops, talks, art exhibits, film screenings, and hands-on activities, 
we produce events that focus on the science happening and being used in 
Maine. 

The MSF is an independently funded program of the Maine Discovery Museum, 
and the first and only science festival in Maine (and north of Cambridge, MA). 
Launched in 2015, the MSF is a celebration of the national and world leading 
science by the Mainers who do it.  We showcase the remarkable work happening 
in Maine daily with 70+ events and activities throughout five days, in Bangor, 
with all but the headliner event available free of charge.

In addition to our March festival, in September 2020, we launched the Maine 
Science Podcast, a conversation with a Mainer working in science, allowing us 
to shine a spotlight on science in Maine year round (https://bit.ly/MSPepisodes).

#SCIENCEISEVERYWHERE

The Maine Science Festival is 
grateful for the 

passion, expertise, and time of our 
presenters. 

There’s no way to celebrate Maine 
science without them.

Thank you!



The Maine Science Festival exists so we can shine a spotlight on the 
people and organizations in our state who are using their passion 
and love of science to make Maine and the world better. Since 2015, 
we have delighted in bringing Maine science to the public.

While the MSF does not charge for any event other than the 
headliner, that doesn’t mean there isn’t a cost. We raise money all 
year to keep the MSF available to all. It’s important the exploration 
and innovation that happens here in Maine daily is available to 
Mainers of all ages, regardless of their income or ability to pay. 
We want you to be inspired by what you experience at the Maine 
Science Festival and we do not want to hide it behind a paywall.

Many science festivals around the country charge anywhere from 
$10-30 for just one event like Tech Night or 5 Minute Genius; we do 
not.  If you’d like to ensure that this model continues - that we can 
keep the Maine Science Festival accessible to all - we could use your 
support. We have a suggested donation of $5 if you attend the MSF, 
but we welcome any amount that works for you. Please find one of 
our donation buckets at the MSF, or donate  online at https://www.
mainesciencefestival.org/donate or use teh QR below.

       Thank you!
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Help us keep the MSF 
strong and DONATE: 



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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